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Delta-Mendota Canal/California Aqueduct Intertie Project 
Scoping Summary Report— 

September 2006 

Introduction
The U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) is 
preparing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Delta-Mendota 
Canal/California Aqueduct Intertie Project.  Pursuant to the requirements of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Reclamation published a Notice of 
Intent (NOI) to prepare an EIS and Notice of Public Scoping Meetings in the 
Federal Register on Wednesday, July 12, 2006 (Vol. 71, No. 133) and held public 
scoping meetings on Tuesday, August 1, 2006 and Thursday, August 3, 2006.  
The August 1, 2006 scoping meeting was held in Sacramento from 10:00 a.m. to 
12:00 noon at the Federal Building located at 2800 Cottage Way.  Approximately 
15 representatives of various organizations attended the Sacramento scoping 
meeting.  The August 3, 2006 scoping meeting was held in Stockton from 6:00 
p.m. to 8:00 pm at the Cesar Chavez Central Library located at 605 North El 
Dorado Street.  Approximately 12 representatives of various organizations 
attended the Stockton scoping meeting.  The purpose of the scoping meetings 
was to solicit input on the scope of the Intertie EIS, including potentially 
significant impacts, ways to mitigate these impacts, and feasible alternatives.  
Written comments were received by Reclamation between July 12, 2006 and 
September 6, 2006.  This report summarizes written comments received during 
the public comment period regarding the scope of the EIS to be prepared.  Note 
that verbal comments made at scoping meetings were not considered formal 
public comment and have not been included for the purposes of this report. 

Project Description and Components/Proposed 
Actions

The Delta-Mendota Canal (DMC) is part of the Central Valley Project (CVP) and 
is owned by Reclamation and operated by the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water 
Authority; whereas the California Aqueduct (CA) is part of the State Water 
Project (SWP) and is owned and operated by the California Department of Water 
Resources (DWR).  Reclamation and DWR currently coordinate water storage 
and delivery operations along the DMC and CA.  The proposed project would 
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connect the CVP (Delta-Mendota Canal) and SWP (California Aqueduct) via the 
Delta-Mendota Canal/California Aqueduct Intertie to meet water supply demands 
south-of-the-Delta that are currently not being met.  In addition, the Intertie 
project would provide flexibility in the water distribution system, allowing 
Reclamation to conduct maintenance activities and respond to CVP and SWP 
emergencies, without major disruptions to water supply south of the Sacramento–
San Joaquin River Delta (Delta). 

The proposed project area is an unincorporated area of the San Joaquin Valley in 
Alameda County, west of the City of Tracy.  The site is in a rural area zoned for 
general agriculture and is under federal and State ownership.  The proposed 
project would address conveyance conditions on the DMC that restrict the CVP 
Tracy Pumping Plant to less than its authorized pumping capacity of 4,600 cubic 
feet per second (cfs) by constructing and operating a 467 cfs pumping facility 
and a 500-foot long underground pipeline that would connect the two canals.  
The proposed Intertie would be located at milepost 7.2 of the DMC and would 
connect with milepost 9.1 of the CA. 

Notification and Publicity 
The Notice of Preparation of an EIS was published in the Federal Register on 
Wednesday, July 12, 2006 (Vol. 71, No. 133) and distributed to governmental 
agencies with potential interest, expertise, and/or authority over the project.  The 
notification process also included paid newspaper advertisements and distribution 
of a press release.  Notification materials including the NOI, newspaper display 
ads, and press release/additional publicity are included in Appendices B, C, and 
D respectively.  Additionally, a project web page was developed and posted to 
Reclamation’s web site at <http://www.usbr.gov/mp/intertie>.  

Summary of Written Comments—Issues and 
Concerns 

The following summarizes written comments received from regulatory agencies 
and the public during the scoping comment period.  Comments in their entirety 
are located in Appendix A.  Note that this summary is intended to summarize 
notable concerns, includes some paraphrasing, and is not intended to be a 
verbatim or comprehensive list of issues raised.  For more detail, the reader is 
directed to the written comments themselves (included in Appendix A). 

Project Location 
�� The proposed location of the Intertie in part underlies the 500-kV conductors 

of the California-Oregon Transmission Project (COTP) owned and managed 
by the Transmission Agency of Northern California (TANC).  Reclamation 
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should consider alternative locations for the Intertie project because of 
significant direct and indirect environmental and human consequences that 
could result from its construction and operation underneath the COTP that 
may not be reduced to a less than significant level through the 
implementation of conventional safety precautions during its construction, 
operation, and maintenance. 

�� Consider two alternative locations proposed by TANC shown in Figures 1 
through 4 of their letter, which are outside of the COTP right-of-way, in 
equal proximity to the DMC and California Aqueduct as Reclamation’s 
proposed location, and that may be able to fulfill the project purpose and 
need.

�� Conduct a cost-benefit analysis as part of comparing the proposed Intertie 
Project location and the two alternative locations proposed by TANC, 
consistent with 40 C.F.R. § 1502.23. 

Health and Safety 
�� Engineering plans and specifications provided by Reclamation in December 

2005 indicate that large cranes will likely be needed to move pipe sections 
during construction of the Intertie project.  The proximity of cranes, 
machinery, and equipment to conductors poses a danger of arcing across the 
air gap and actual physical contact with the conductors, either of which could 
ground out the line and possibly result in injury and/or death to construction 
workers and bystanders.  Moreover, if the conductors trip out of service, it 
could take hours to restore service, resulting in significant economic impacts. 

�� Construction under the COTP 500-kV energized lines has the potential for 
inducing currents and static charges without any physical contact.  The 
proposed construction activities could cause electric arcs that could 
electrocute workers and bystanders, damage equipment and cause fires, and 
ground out the circuit with the potential to collapse the high-voltage electric 
grid in the Western region. 

�� Analyze reasonably foreseeable, potentially significant human health and 
safety impacts associated with construction activities beneath the 500-kV 
COTP transmission line consistent with 40 C.F.R. § 1502.2. 

�� The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) database 
of traumatic occupational injuries and classification of potential electrical 
injuries (<http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/injury/traumaelface.html>) includes 
several instances with fact situations similar to those possible during Intertie 
Project construction that resulted in human injury and death. 

�� The benefits of avoiding potential health and safety effects and associated 
economic and human health and safety consequences that could result from 
power grid outages caused by the Intertie project construction, operation, and 
maintenance outweigh the potential costs of relocating the project to an 
alternative location outside the COTP right-of-way. 
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�� Grounding out the COTP circuit and causing a power outage could result in 
indirect human health and injury impacts including death similar to those 
documented by the Department of Health and Human Services Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention (including carbon monoxide poisoning from 
usage of a gas generator and house fires started by candles). 

�� The loss of electrical power has serious potential health-hazard 
consequences, especially if outages are widespread and repeated including 
impacts to those on life support, loss of stored food, loss of water treatment, 
loss of personal safety (alarm systems, traffic light systems, security systems, 
etc.), loss of communications, economic losses, and damage to electric 
equipment as documented by the Florida Power & Light website at 
<http://www.lawyersandsettlements.com/case/florida_power_light>.
Avoidance of the potential causes of these impacts can only be achieved 
through relocation of the Intertie Project to a location safely outside of the 
COTP right-of-way. 

General Project Support 
�� The Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD), as one of the largest 

CVP preference power customers, has a major financial interest in the 
prudent management of CVP facilities and resources, and supports the 
actions taken by this project. 

�� SMUD supports the regional strategy to maximize the efficiency of water use 
for beneficial uses including meeting current water supply demands, 
allowing for the maintenance and repair of CVP Delta export and 
conveyance facilities, and providing operational flexibility to respond to 
emergencies related to both the CVP and SWP.  These actions should be 
accomplished where institutionally and financially feasible. 

�� The Alameda County Water District would like to be involved in, and 
provide input into the planning process for the Intertie project as it 
progresses.

Operations 
�� The proposed Intertie should include provisions to facilitate the pumping of 

water from the South DMC to Bethany Reservoir on the California Aqueduct 
to keep the South Bay Pumping Plant and South Bay Aqueduct in full service 
during periods when the SWP Harvey O. Banks Pumping Plant is shut down. 

�� The EIS should address and update any changes to the operations scenarios 
developed for the September 2004 Delta-Mendota Canal/CA Aqueduct 
Intertie Draft Environmental Assessment/Initial Study.  

�� Fully evaluate downstream impacts of Intertie project operations on San 
Joaquin Valley lands, as a result of increased delivery of Delta waters to 
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agricultural lands and an associated increase in the amount of agricultural 
drainage discharged. 

�� Include operational impacts where appropriate. 

Power
�� In the September 2004 Environmental Assessment/Initial Study (EA/IS), an 

environmental consequence of the proposed project was an increase in CVP 
project energy use calculated at 1.1% and 1.8% over the 2001 and 2002 
baseline.  In the EIS, recalculate the increase in CVP project energy use 
given the 2004 and 2005 baseline. 

�� The September 2004 EA/IS stated any increase over 10% was considered a 
significant impact.  Provide the justification for the 10% level of 
significance.

�� SMUD would like Reclamation to consider any increase over 5% to be the 
level of significance. 

�� Please include a definition of “project power”. 

�� Preference power customers are concerned about the allocation of project 
costs.  Please clarify and assure that all water used in the proposed scenarios 
will be CVP water. 

�� Note any situations where Warren Act water may be included in the 
proposed operation.  The Warren Act stipulates that any entity wishing to use 
Reclamation facilities to transfer non-project water may do so, providing 
there is excess capacity in the system and the entity provides the necessary 
power to move the water.  For any action that may require the movement of 
non-CVP water, the project proponents should be responsible for acquiring 
the power supply necessary to accomplish the proposed action. 

Fish
�� The Planning and Conservation League (PCL) is concerned that the project is 

proposing to increase pumping from the Delta at the same time that federal 
and state scientists are discovering that existing pumping levels are 
negatively affecting threatened and endangered fish populations. 

�� The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) recently announced that they will 
reinstate consultation on the Operating Criteria and Plan (OCAP) Biological 
Opinions.  PCL strongly urges Reclamation to delay preparation of the EIS 
until NOAA and USFWS have prepared and issued new biological opinions 
for the OCAP and the Intertie. 

�� The Intertie project has the potential for additional pumping from the Delta 
to meet unmet water supply demands and should not move forward until a 
viable solution has been developed to address the Delta’s decline in pelagic 
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organisms.  The EIS must fully analyze impacts of the Intertie given new 
information from studies obtained via the state and federal Pelagic Organism 
Decline (POD) studies.  Specifically, the Draft EIS should address the degree 
to which the Intertie will contribute to negative impacts on Delta ebb tides, 
and resulting negative impacts on fisheries (Recent U.S. Geological Survey 
[USGS] POD studies have discovered that the ebb tide in the Delta is altered 
due to high pumping rates from the State and federal water projects). 

�� Fully evaluate upstream impacts of Intertie project operations, including 
changes in operations at upstream reservoirs and any associated changes in 
the availability of cold water for fisheries. 

�� Fully evaluate whether Intertie operations will prevent the restoration of 
endangered species including Delta smelt, salmon, and the greater Delta 
ecosystem.  The EIS should explicitly state how the Intertie would be 
operated to meet the fish doubling goals of the Central Valley Project 
Improvement Act (CVPIA). 

Climate Change 
�� The EIS must address how Intertie operations including increased pumping 

from the Delta will impact fisheries under conditions of climatic change.  
Fully analyze impacts from the Intertie project based on the estimated 
impacts of climate change on Delta and upstream water supply and water 
resources as discussed in the DWR report “Progress on Incorporating 
Climate Change into Management of California’s Water Resources” which 
states that climate change will result in a reduced amount of water available 
for the environment, and an increase in the temperature of those waters.   

�� Analyze the degree to which the Intertie will impact the availability of water 
(in particular cold water) for fisheries given the anticipated impacts of 
climate change. 

�� Based on numerous scientific reports and general consensus that global 
climate change will dramatically affect California’s water supplies, the EIS 
should not assume in the modeling analysis that past flow patterns will 
continue into the future.   

Project Alternatives 
�� Fully analyze an alternative that includes reduced Delta exports and 

increased implementation of water conservation, water recycling, and 
groundwater treatment addressing information in the DWR California Water 
Plan 2005. 

�� Fully analyze the demand for water south of the Delta.  Specifically, the EIS 
should include an alternative based on the California Water Plan’s updated 
demand projections that estimate a reduced water demand south of the Delta. 
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Cumulative and Indirect Impacts 
�� The EIS should provide a cumulative impact analysis related to power- and 

growth-inducing impacts. 

�� Because California courts have ruled that replacing paper water with actual 
water can affect local planning and therefore induce growth, the EIS must 
address growth-inducing impacts even if increased deliveries will still be less 
than total contract amounts. 

�� The EIS cannot speculate that deliveries will only be used on already-
irrigated agricultural lands as agricultural users may transfer the water for 
urban use. 

�� A small increase in the percentage of water being delivered by the CVP 
represents a large amount of water and creates a commensurately large 
potential for induced growth.   

�� The EIS must analyze cumulative growth-inducing impacts and 
environmental impacts on the Sacramento/San Joaquin ecosystem for both 
the Intertie project and related or concurrent projects with the potential to 
increase delivery capacity. 

�� The EIS must quantitatively analyze the effects of reasonably foreseeable 
projects being planned by Reclamation. 

Modeling/CALSIM II 
�� There is concern regarding the calibration of CALSIM II, and regarding its 

monthly output that may not model the effects of the short-term fluctuations 
that the Intertie could create.

�� Because facilitating operations during maintenance periods is one of the 
primary stated purposes of developing the Intertie, the model utilized must be 
able to address the costs and benefits of operational changes during 
maintenance periods. 

�� Modeling predictions are only as accurate as their input data.  Input data 
depend on assumptions about future conditions, which, in the case of the 
Intertie project, may be wrong.  For example, the assumption that future 
water flow patterns will be similar to those that have occurred in the past is 
inconsistent with predictions about the effect of global warming on water 
flows.
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September 5, 2006 

Ms. Sammie Cervantes 
Bureau of Reclamation 
2800 Cottage Way, MP-730  
Sacramento, CA 95825 

RE: Scoping comments for the Delta-Mendota Canal/California Aqueduct Intertie draft 
Environmental Impact Statement. 

Dear Ms. Cervantes, 

This letter is submitted as the comments of the Planning and Conservation League regarding 
preparation of the draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Delta-Mendota 
Canal/California Aqueduct Intertie. Specifically, we are concerned that the project proposes to 
increase water pumping from the Delta at the same time federal and state scientists are 
discovering that existing pumping levels are negatively affecting threatened and endangered fish 
populations.

We recommend that the Bureau of Reclamation address the following issues in the draft EIS: 

1.) Address the flaws in environmental analysis of the Finding of No Significant Impact issued 
by the Bureau in May 2005. The comments submitted by PCL on the original FONSI are 
attached. The new EIS should address the issues raised in those comments. In addition, several 
aspects of the original Intertie FONSI were demonstrated to be legally inadequate in arguments 
presented in Planning and Conservation League v. United States Bureau of Reclamation, C 05-
3527 (N.D. Cal). Specifically, use and application of CALSIM II, cumulative impacts analysis, 
EWA analysis, and fisheries impacts analysis did were not adequate. The draft EIS should 
address these issues to ensure the EIS will meet the standard of NEPA review. 

2.) Fully analyze impacts of the Intertie given the new information from studies conducted under 
the State and federal Pelagic Organism Decline studies. Specifically, the draft EIS should 
address the degree to which the Intertie will contribute to the negative impacts on Delta ebb 
tides, and the resulting negative impacts to fisheries. (As part of the POD study, recent USGS 
findings have discovered that the ebb tide in the Delta is altered due to high pumping rates from 
the State and federal water projects in the Delta. The EIS must address how the Intertie will 
contribute to altered ebb tides.) 

3.) The draft EIS should fully analyze the Intertie impacts given the estimated impacts of climate 
change. The Department of Water Resources released, “Progress on Incorporating Climate 
Change into Management of California’s Water Resources” in July 2006. That report 
included information on how climate change is likely to affect Delta and upstream 
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resources, as well as water supply. According the DWR report, climate change will result in 
reduce water available to the environment, and an increase the temperature of those waters. The 
EIS should incorporate this information, as well as other studies on climate change and 
California.i The EIS must address how the Intertie operations including increased pumping from 
the Delta will impact fisheries under the already stressful climate change conditions. The EIS 
should also analyze the degree to which the Intertie will impact the availability of water, and in 
particular cold water, for fisheries given the impacts of climate change. 

4.) Fully evaluate upstream impacts of Intertie project operations, including changed operations 
at upstream reservoirs and any resulting change in the availability of cold water for fisheries. 

5.) Fully evaluate downstream impacts of project operations, including increase drainage 
produced through the increased delivery of Delta waters to drainage impacted San Joaquin valley 
lands.

6.) Fully evaluate whether Intertie operations will prevent the restoration of endangered species, 
including Delta smelt and salmon, as well as the greater ecosystem of the Delta. The EIS should 
explicitly state how the Intertie would be operated to meet the fish doubling goals of the CVPIA. 

7.) Fully analyze an alternative that includes reduced Delta exports and increased 
implementation of water conservation, water recycling and groundwater treatment. This 
alternative should address the information included in the California Water Plan 2005, released 
by the Department of Water Resources in April 2006. 

8.) Fully analyze the demand for water south of the Delta. Specifically, the EIS should include an 
alternative based on California Water Plan Update demand projections that estimate a reduced 
water demand south of Delta.  

Recently, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Association announced that each agency will reinitiate consultation on the OCAP 
Biological Opinions. PCL strongly urges the Bureau of Reclamation to delay preparation of the 
EIS until NOAA and the USFWS have prepared and issued the new biological opinions for the 
OCAP and the Intertie.   

PCL remains concerned that construction and operation of the Intertie will compound the 
ecological problems that are now apparent in the Delta. We strongly urge the Bureau of 
Reclamation to pursue operations that will decrease stress on the Bay Delta Estuary and allow 
recovery of salmon, smelt and other Delta dependent species. 

Sincerely,

Mindy McIntyre, Water Program Manager 
Planning and Conservation League 
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i Many studies have been conducted that estimate the impacts of climate change on California water resources. 
These studies include: 
Documentation of Inputs to Macroeconomic Assessment of the 2006 Climate Action Team Report to the Governor 
and Legislature, Final Version. Posted: March 24, 2006.  

Learning From State Action on Climate Change. Pew Center On Global Climate Change, November 2005 Update, 
reprinted with permission. Posted: December 8, 2005.  

Scenarios of Climate Change in California: An Overview. FINAL report from California Energy Commission, 
Public Interest Energy Research (PIER) Program, California Climate Change Center, publication # CEC-500-2005-
186-SF, posted: February 27, 2006. 

An Assessment of Impacts of Future CO2 and Climate on Agriculture.
FINAL white paper from California Climate Change Center, publication # CEC-500-2005-187-SF, posted: March 
15, 2006. 

Analysis of Climate Effects on Agricultural Systems.,FINAL white paper from California Climate Change Center, 
publication # CEC-500-2005-188-SF, posted: February 27, 2006.  

Climate Change: Challenges and Solutions for California Agricultural Landscape.
FINAL white paper from California Climate Change Center, publication # CEC-500-2005-189-SF, posted: 
February 27, 2006.  

Climate Change and Wildfire In and Around California: Fire Modeling and Loss Modeling.
FINAL white paper from California Climate Change Center, publication # CEC-500-2005-190-SF, posted: 
February 27, 2006.  

The Response of Vegetation Distribution, Ecosystem Productivity, and Fire in California to Future Climate 
Scenarios Simulated by the MC1 Dynamic Vegetation Model.
FINAL white paper from California Climate Change Center, publication # CEC-500-2005-191-SF, posted: 
February 27, 2006.  

Fire and Sustainability: Considerations for California's Altered Future Climate.
FINAL white paper from California Climate Change Center, publication # CEC-500-2005-192-SF, posted: 
February 27, 2006.  

Climate Change Impact on Forest Resources.
FINAL white paper from California Climate Change Center, publication # CEC-500-2005-193-SF, posted: March 
16, 2006.  

Climate Change Impacts on Water for Agriculture in California: A Case Study in the Sacramento Valley.
FINAL white paper from California Climate Change Center, publication # CEC-500-2005-194-SF, posted: March 
15, 2006.  

Climate Warming and Water Supply Management in California, FINAL white paper from California Climate 
Change Center, publication # CEC-500-2005-195-SF. March 16, 2006. 

Predicting the Effect of Climate Change on Wildfire Severity and Outcomes in California: A Preliminary Analysis,
FINAL white paper from California Climate Change Center, publication # CEC-500-2005-196-SF, posted: March 
22, 2006. 

Public Health-Related Impacts of Climate Change in California, FINAL white paper from California Climate 
Change Center, publication # CEC-500-2005-197-SF, posted: March 22, 2006. 
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Preparing for the Impacts of Climate Change in California: Opportunities and Constraints for Adaption,
FINAL white paper from California Climate Change Center, publication # CEC-500-2005-198-SF, posted: March 
22, 2006. 

Climate Change Impacts on High Elevation Hydropower Generation in California's Sierra Nevada: A Case Study in 
the Upper American River, FINAL white paper from California Climate Change Center, publication # CEC-500-
2005-199-SF, posted: March 22, 2006. 

Predictions of Climate Change Impacts on California Water Resources Using CALSIM-II: A Technical Note,
FINAL white paper from California Climate Change Center, publication # CEC-500-2005-200-SF, posted: 
February 27, 2006.  

Climate Change and Electricity Demand in California, FINAL white paper from California Climate Change Center, 
publication # CEC-500-2005-201-SF, posted: February 27, 2006.  

Projecting Future Sea Level, FINAL white paper from California Climate Change Center, publication # CEC-500-
2005-202-SF, posted: March 15, 2006. 

Climate Scenarios for California, FINAL white paper from California Climate Change Center, publication # CEC-
500-2005-203-SF, posted: March 15, 2006. 

Climate Change Projected Santa Ana Fire Weather Occurrence, FINAL white paper from California Climate 
Change Center, publication # CEC-500-2005-204-SF, posted: February 27, 2006.  
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Public Scoping Meetings 
Delta-Mendota Canal/California Aqueduct Intertie

The Bureau of Reclamation is preparing an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for the Delta-Mendota Canal/California Aqueduct 
Intertie (Intertie).  The Intertie would connect the Delta-Mendota 
Canal and the California Aqueduct via a new pipeline and pumping 
plant, which would help meet current water supply demands, allow 
for maintenance and repair activities, and provide the fl exibility 
to respond to Central Valley Project and State Water Project 
emergencies.
Two public scoping meetings are being held to solicit public input 
on topics that should be addressed in the EIS, including anticipated 
resources, alternatives, and signifi cant concerns and issues:

SACRAMENTO
  Tuesday, August 1, 2006, 10 a.m. to 12 Noon, 
  Bureau of Reclamation, 2800 Cottage Way, 
  Cafeteria Conference Rooms C-1001 and C-1002, Sacramento, CA

STOCKTON
   Thursday, August 3, 2006, 6 to 8 p.m., 
  Cesar Chavez Central Library, 605 North El Dorado Street, 

Steward-Hazelton Room, Stockton, CA

For additional information, please contact Sammie Cervantes, 
at 916-978-5189, TDD 916-978-5608, or 
e-mail scervantes@mp.usbr.gov.
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DELTA-MENDOTA CANAL / CALIFORNIA AQUEDUCT INTERTIE PROJECT

Thank you for your interest and participation in the public scoping process for the Delta-Mendota Canal/California 
Aqueduct Intertie Project (Intertie).  The Intertie is a Federal action that requires the preparation of an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act.  The EIS on the proposed project 
will provide information about potentially signifi cant impacts, identify ways to minimize these impacts, and evaluate 
feasible alternatives.  The scoping process is an initial step in the preparation of the Intertie EIS and will help guide  the 
scope of issues to be studied and addressed during the environmental review process.  Your written comments will help 
determine the scope of the Intertie project and are therefore strongly encouraged.

The scoping meeting format is informal open house.  Project staff and technical experts are available at each station to 
explain the various displays and answer questions.

Welcome/Sign-in
Please sign-in and collect meeting handouts at this station.

  

  Project Objectives And Purpose
Exhibits at this station explain the purpose and need for the project and defi ne the project area.

Engineering Overview
This station includes preliminary technical drawings that describe project components and 
how the proposed project could be engineered and operated to meet the project objectives. 

Environmental Overview
Display boards at this station include a preliminary listing of the expected range of 
environmental impacts from the proposed project as well as a description and timeline of 
the environmental review and public participation process.

Comment Station
This is your chance to comment on what will be studied during environmental review of the 
proposed project!  Comment cards may be fi lled out at the meeting and left in the designated 
comment box or mailed to the Bureau of Reclamation.  Please feel free to take and distribute 
comment cards to colleagues and others who were unable to attend these scoping meetings 
but would be interesting in providing comment on the proposed project.  Mailed comments 
must be received by the Bureau of Reclamation by Tuesday, September 5, 2006.

Program

For More Information
Contact Sharon McHale with the Bureau of Reclamation at 
(916) 978-5086, TDD (916) 978-5608 or smchale@mp.usbr.gov.

  Project Website
http://www.usbr.gov/mp/intertie

August 1, 2006 - Sacramento
August 3, 2006 - Stockton

PUBLIC SCOPING MEETINGS

Station 1

Station 2

Station 3

Station 4

Station 5





DELTA-MENDOTA CANAL / CALIFORNIA AQUEDUCT INTERTIE PROJECT

Introduction and Project Overview
The Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) is preparing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
Delta-Mendota Canal / California Aqueduct Intertie Project (Intertie). The Delta Mendota Canal (DMC) is 

part of the Central Valley Project (CVP) whereas the 
California Aqueduct (CA) is part of the State Water 
Project (SWP). The CVP and the SWP currently 
coordinate water storage and delivery operations.
To further this coordination, the proposed project 
would connect the CVP and SWP via the Intertie to 
serve water service contractors south of the Delta.  
The Intertie project would provide redundancy in 
the water distribution system, allowing operational 
fl exibility to respond to CVP and SWP emergencies or 
maintenance activities. Additionally, the Intertie would 
be used to meet current unmet water supply demands with 
deliveries to CVP water customers south of the Delta.

Project Components / Proposed Actions
The project area is an unincorporated area of the
San Joaquin Valley in Alameda County, west of the 
City of Tracy.  The site is in a rural area zoned for 
general agriculture and is under Federal and State 
ownership.  The proposed project would address 
conveyance conditions on the DMC that restrict the 
CVP Tracy Pumping Plant to less than its authorized 
pumping capacity of 4,600 cubic feet per second. This 
would be achieved by constructing and operating a 
450 cubic feet per second pumping facility and 500-
foot underground pipeline that connect the two canals. 
The Intertie would be located at milepost 7.2 of the 
DMC and would connect with milepost 9.1 of the CA.

For More Information
Please contact Sharon McHale with the Bureau of 
Reclamation  at  (916) 978-5086, TDD  (916) 978-5608,
or  e-mail smchale@mp.usbr.gov. You may also visit 
the project web site at:www.usbr.gov/mp/intertie

Just 500 feet separate the CVP and SWP at the 
proposed connection of the Intertie project.

August 2006FACTS





DELTA-MENDOTA CANAL / CALIFORNIA AQUEDUCT INTERTIE PROJECT

Public involvement is a vital component of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process.  It serves 
to include the public in the decision making process and to allow full environmental disclosure.  The purpose 
of scoping is to obtain information that will focus the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on signifi cant 
issues.  NEPA regulations defi ne scoping as “an early and open process for determining the scope of issues 
to be addressed and for identifying the signifi cant issues related to the proposed action.”  Scoping gives the 
public and agencies the opportunity to help identify:  

 Signifi cant environmental or resource issues
 Project participants
 Potentially affected geographic area
 Resources available for the project
 Project constraints
 Reasonable alternatives to be considered, and
 Mitigation measures to be considered

  
Meeting Format
Welcome and introductory remarks will begin the scoping meetings.  Afterwards, representatives from the 
Bureau of Reclamation, including project staff and technical experts, will be present at information stations 
to discuss elements of the Delta-Mendota Canal/California Aqueduct Intertie project, explain information 
displayed at the stations, and gather public comments.  Comments received will be considered during the 
development of the Draft EIS.

 
Comment Timeframe
Written comments on the scope of the EIS should be received by Tuesday, September 5, 2006, and sent to the 
address listed below, or faxed to 916-978-5094. 
 
 
 Ms. Sammie Cervantes
 Public Involvement Coordinator
 Bureau of Reclamation
 2800 Cottage Way, MP-730
 Sacramento, CA 95825

 For More Information
Contact Sharon McHale with the Bureau of Reclamation at 
(916) 978-5086, TDD (916) 978-5608 or smchale@mp.usbr.gov.

  Project Website
www.usbr.gov/mp/intertie

August 1, 2006 - Sacramento
August 3, 2006 - Stockton

PUBLIC SCOPING MEETINGS





                                         

PLEASE PRINT

Name:_________________________________________________________Title (if applicable) :_____________________

Telephone:________________________________________________Fax:_______________________________________

Organization/Business (if applicable):____________________________________________________________________

E-Mail:___________________________________Address:___________________________________________________

City:__________________________________________State:____________________________Zip:__________________

The Bureau of Reclamation is seeking public input on the Delta-Mendota Canal/California Aqueduct Intertie Project.   
Your input on the scope of the project is greatly appreciated.  Please write legibly. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Please submit your comments to a project representative or fold this self mailer in half, seal, add postage, and mail. Form may also be faxed to 
Sammie Cervantes at 916-978-5094. Comments must be received by September 5, 2006.

 (Use reverse side for further comments)



PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Ms. Sammie Cervantes
Bureau of Reclamation
2800 Cottage Way
Sacramento CA  95825-1898

Ms. Sammie Cervantes
Bureau of Reclamation
2800 Cottage Way
Sacramento CA  95825-1898

Thank you for your comments

(Comments continued)

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________



Appendix F 
Scoping Meeting Exhibit Boards 
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